ABSTRACT
Introduction
One of the great milestones of human history was the development of writing, this comes from the fact that the knowledge passed on orally eventually got lost or was modified over time, and only the civilizations with a type of writing managed to maintain and spread their culture throughout time 1, 2 .
Brazil and the world live a great period of growth in the generation of scientific articles, which can be evidenced by the increasing amount of published Brazilian papers. The surgical areas have a prominent position, where there is a 231 times increase, whereas, in medicine as a whole, there is only an increase of 164 times 3 .
At the end of production of a scientific work, one of the products generated are scientific articles, which can be published in scientific journals, presented at conferences or both. 
Results
In the congress, 194 abstracts were presented, however, four had the same title and authors, therefore were excluded from the analysis. Of this total, two summaries were literature review, one was a meta-analysis and 187 were original articles.
Regarding the geographical distribution of summaries, 42 (22%)
were from the Northern region, 19 (10%) from the Northeast, 8
(4%) Midwest, 116 (61%) from the Southeast and 5 (3%) from the South. There were no international abstracts. Table 1 shows the distribution by states. Among the works published 50 (64.93%) were from the state of São Paulo, but the Federal District was the only region that managed to publish all papers submitted to the Congress. The ratio of submitted and published works in the Northern region was 17% in the Northeast 37%, in the Midwest 88%, 47% in the Southeast and the Southern region 40%. There was a significant difference between regions (p <0.01), where the northern region was the least published and the Midwest that more published.
The international publications 13 (92.85%) came from the state of São Paulo and one from Minas Gerais. All these publications were from public universities.
Discussion
The importance of abstracts submitted to medical congresses is well known, since it can fast and easily reach many professionals of a certain field of knowledge 5, 11 . Also, up to 63% of the references used in a textbook are from studies that were presented in a congress, despite the lack of data in some abstracts 12 .
Nevertheless, the final purpose of a study is to get published in a scientific journal so it can achieve the whole scientific community. One of the easiest way to assess the quality and influence of the studies that are sent to a congress as abstracts is to evaluate its publication rate. International studies show rates that can range from 34% up to 61% 12 . Nationally, some domestic congresses were able to match these rates 6, 11 , but in one Brazilian congress of surgery that occurred in 2003, it got as low as 2,6% 9 . In our study, we found a publication rate of 40,52%, which is comparable to many international papers and overtakes the Brazilian average, being higher than an 8 years follow up of an orthopedic congress, in which the rate was only 21,7% and was appointed greater than the few domestic studies in the area that existed so far in 2013 12 . So, we cannot discard the possibility of a future increase in the rate found for the congress we assessed, since it can only be considered a four years' rate and it is already shown that there is a 20% average of increase after 6 years 8 .
Despite being above the general expectations for Brazilian congresses and matching international studies, we still found it to be a low publication rate when the whole potential of the abstracts is assessed. This study didn't address the reasons why more than half of the researches presented couldn't reach publication, and it is possible to assume that all studies sent as abstracts have all that it takes to be published, notwithstanding good or bad results, excluding works with methodological mistakes that can be pointed out in the meeting and corrected afterwards. They all are missing
